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COUNTY COUNCIL

IlARFORD COUNTY,

BILL NO, 79- 28 AMENDED)

Introduced by Council Members

Leqislative Day rlo. 79 19 Uate,

AN EMERGENCY ACT to add new Article IV, heading, Agricultural Land

Preservation Districts, to Chapter 25, heading,

Zoning, of the Harford County Code; to provide for

establishing agricultural land preservation districts

in Harford County; to provide for protection of

normal agricultural activities in such districts; to

generally provide for notification, approval, and

agreements necessary to establish agricultural land

preservation districts.

By the Council, June

Introduced, read first time, ordered osted and public hearing scheduled

on: 1979

at. 7: 00 P. M.

By Order: Secretary

PUBLIC HE/IRInC

Having been posted and otice of time and place

of hearing and Title of Bill having be n published according to the

d l' IC hedring was held on 10 1979

1nd 0 :: I:, rJc' d on

2z;2~'.---' Secretary
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WHEREAS, the Agriculture Article, Sections 2- 501

2 through 2- 515, of the Annotated Code of Maryland, established the

3 Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation program; and

4 WHEREAS, Harford County, Maryland, contains productive

5 agricultural land and has appointed a Harford County Agricultural

6 Preservation Advisory Board in accordance with the Agriculture

7 Article Section 2 504. 1 on March 21, 1978, this satis ing County

8 eligibility requirements for the voluntary participation of

9 Harford County landowners whose land meets eligibility criteria

10 established by Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation

11 Regulations and any locally adopted criteria, as hereinafter

1~L adopted; and

WHEREAS, Harford County desires to provide for the

14 voluntary establishment of and protections for Agricultural

13

15 Preservation Districts and for the voluntary sale of development

16 rights easements on eligible agricultural lands within the County.

17 NOW, THEREFORE,

18 Section 1. Be It Enacted By The County Counci l of

19
County. Maryland. that new Article IV, heading, Agricultural Land

20 Preservation Districts, be, and it is hereby added to Chapter 25,

21
heading, Zoning, of the Harford County Code, all to read as

22 follows

23
ARTICLE IV.

24
CHAPTER 25.

AGRICULTURAL LAND PRESERVATION DISTRICTS.

ZONING.

25
Section 25. 52. Agricultural Land Preservation Districts -

26
Protection of Normal Agricultural Activities.

27
In accordance with the Agriculture Article, Sections 2- 501

28
through 2- 515, of the Annotated Code of Maryland, Agricultural

29
Land Preservation Districts may be established in Harford County.

30
Such Districts shall provide for the protection of normal agri

31
cultural activities in the Bistriets thretlgh the fellewing

32
pfevisien5~ WHICH ARE:
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f' tii.:E

TH E US E 0 F LAND FOR i\.0Bl.C: lJI" IlJRAJ-: !:,.lJ.R P O~_J:_~2.. lJ'i.t=_PJD1_N G~ A RM IJ.J<:;~

2 D_A_~l~l'lJi('.' 2.. !'~.?""IJ1RA G E~?_ i\l'_l_C~U L T UR
E!. 1i.(~ 2.l.9JJ" TllB.I:.L :r:L 0 Rrs:.1J}~ IL~ I3_!.

3 '\ Tn'l5=lJLTURr~, i\i:LI!I.J\l:-~ ANDr> OUL....IBci Ii!1~ BAND~)T~!. ~ l.J::.~~ ULTJ!!~.liL AND THE

4 SALE OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS PRODUCED ON THE FARM WHERE THE

5 SALES ARE MADE.

6 NOTHING IN THIS SECTION SHALL PRECLUDE THE OPERATION OF

7 FARM MACHINERY USED IN AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION.

8 fa) ARY agrieelteral ese ef laRa is as ~ ermittea 1R

9 aeeerdaRee with all ( eeRty relesi regHlatisRs aRd laws.

10 t) g~ eratieR at aRY time ef maehiRery Hsea iR farm

11 ~ redHetieR er the ~ rimarY ~ reeessiRg ef agrieeltHral ~ reaHets is

12 ~ erHlitted.

13
e) Nermal agrieHltHral aetivities aRa e~ eratieRs iR

14 aeeerdaRee with geed hestaRdry ~ raetieesi whieh ae Ret eaHse

15 tedily iRjHry er aireetly eRdaRger hHmaR healthi aFe peFmitted

16 aRd ~ referred aetivities iRelHdiRg aetivities whieh may preaHee

17 Rermal agFieHltHrally- related Reise aRd eders.

i8
fd) The sale ef agFieHltHFal prBdHets preatleea eR the

19 farm where the sales are made is ~ eFffiitted.

20
These previsieRs are applieahle te all HarfeFa ( eHRty

21
AgrieHltHral baRd PFeservatieR 8istriets estahlishea iR aeeeraaRee

22
with the AgrieHlttlre Artielei SeetieRs 2- 581 threHgh 2- 515i ef

23
the ARRetated ( eae ef MaFylaRd.

24
e) bet{ s) fer faffiily eeRveyaRee shall he a maXiffiHffi ef

25
eRe fH aerei shall he apprevea hy the FetlRdatieRi aRa shall he

26
stlhjeet te the fellewiRg yaFd Fe~ tliFeffieRts~ bet Width { at the

27
stlildiRg liRe) - 158 ft. FreRt YaFd Bepth -- 48 ft. -- Side

28
Yard Wiath feaeh siae yaFd) - 28 ft. -- ReaF YaFd Bepth - 58 ft.

29
Section 25. 53. Agricultural Land Preservation Districts _

30
Official Maps.

31
Official maps of icultural Land Preservation Districts

32
shall be kept with the Department of Planning and Zoning and
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shall be revised from time to time to reflect the establishment,

2 alteration, and abolition of Agricultural Land Preservation

3 District boundaries. The official maps shall be made current at

4 least once a year by June 30th of each year and shall be published

5 at the same scale as the Department of Assessment and Taxation

6 tax maps.

7 Section 25. 54. Agricultural Land Preservation Districts -

8 Establishment.

9 In accordance with the Agriculture Article Sections 2- 501

10 through 2- 515 of the Annotated Code of Maryland and with Maryland

11
Regulations 15. 17. 01, Agricultural Land Preservation District

12 establishment shall be accomplished by this Act, only upon formal

13 notification to the County Council of Harford County by the

14
Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation that a district

15 has been established in Harford County. Such notification shall

16 include a copy of the Agricultural Land Preservation District

17
Agreement signed by all parties and as recorded among the land

18 records of Harford County.

All such District Agreements together with property descrip-

20
tions shall be maintained in an official file and be available at

19

21
the Office of the Director of Administration.

27
Section 2. And Be It Further Enacted. that if any section,

23
clause, phrase, word, provision or particular application of this

24
Act is for any reason held invalid or unconstitutional by any

25
C f ' . d.. h . I ]ourt 0' competent . lurls' lctlon, suc sectlon, c.ause, plrase,

26
word, provision or particular application shall be deemed a

27
separate, distinct and independent provision or application and

28
such holding shall not affect the validity of the remaining

29
provision or subsequent application thereof.

30
Section 3. And Be I Further Enacted. that this Act is hereby

31
declared to be an Emergency Act, necessary for the preservation

32
of vital agricultural land in Harford County.

s -

EFFECTIVE: Ju 10, 1979
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BY THE COUNCIL

Read the third time,

Passed LSD 79- 22 ( July 10, 1979) with amendments)
n:n~dJ(~$ X~ ge.

By order

a~L'~' rr)4'-'~~_~. J~'
j , Secretary

Sealed with the County Seal and presented to the County Executive
for his approval this day of 19 79

at 8: 30 0' clock P oMo

2
J/ 

L / )-7)dAL-J! ~Secretary

BY THE EXECUTIVE

APPROVED:

Date

BY THE COUNC IL

This Bill, having been approved by the Executive

and returned to the Council, becomes law on July 10, 1979.

dec_>/ 7hh~;' Secretary

EFFECTIVE DATE: July 10, 1979

O /)if / ,. J.7<,j-:M
c' d &. Recorded ". . 19 77 at, . .

y, ,- _!,,-; Z<;Y! " ""
11"!"' 1' 1" l] perlL~t:~Ubl'L~~~_.".___~._r>o \~-~'~---: _~: e~" 

1"\ 

I. ~

Ii. Douii,\ a:; Chilcoat, C! tlrX, da/lora w.
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